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influences and her advanced state of political emancipation from
foreign control have caused the upper-class there to begin to lose
its predominant political position to the middle-class. The wealthy
Pashas are still individually very powerful, but relatively unor-
ganized as a class, since while some have belonged for the past
generation to the small Liberal-Constitutional party, many have
preferred to remain independent of party ties. Sidqi Pasha is per-
haps one of the last of this class to wield political power in Egypt;
but as long as the King can turn to it for support against the repub-
lican-minded Wafd intent on a party-dictatorship, the upper-class
will continue to have an influence far beyond its restricted numbers.
It is interesting to observe how, as in nineteenth-century Britain,
this ruling-class is transferring its interest from land to finance-
capitalism as a means of preserving its wealth and the privilege that
goes with it. Sidqi himself is president of the Federation of Egyp-
tian Industrialists and director of nineteen different companies.
The Wafd, while claiming to represent the masses, is in its
personnel essentially composed of middle-class politicians. Its
successive leaders, Zaghlul and Nahhas, were men of the people
who had risen into the professional class through the adminis-
trative or legal career. Though the Wafd has the advantage of being
the only party well-organized throughout Egypt and has a much
richer political war-chest than any other party, it has under Nahhas
been greatly weakened by 'maladministration when in office,
dissension, expulsions, and resignations' to form the new Sa'dist
and Kutla parties, formed respectively in 193 8 and 1943 and now
headed respectively by Nuqrashi and Makram Ubaid. 'Nahhas is
the only surviving lieutenant of Zaglilul now left in the Wafd and
its one outstanding figure, and many observers believe that it is
only his strong and engaging personality that saves it from dis-
integration. The party is completely dominated by the masterful
Pasha. Acceptance of his will rather than agreement with any
programme is the chief condition of membership. As a result the
calibre of Wafdist candidates for parliament is declining. .. . Fol-
lowing the average party-leader is like going on an expedition
under sealed orders. Nobody but the captain has any idea of the
objective, and it is often doubtful if that objective is anything more
than the immediate interests of the leader and his intimates and the
enjoyment of the sweets and fruits of office/1
1 Times Cairo correspondent, 23 December 1946.